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Samuel’s Branching Diagram

START

Option 
Set 1

Expedite session.
Explore for 

updates.

Patient answers 

status questions.

Option 
Set 2

Expedite session.
Ask about 
feelings.

Discuss 
nasogastric (NG) 
tube procedure.

Patient explains his 
apprehension towards 

the NG tube.

Option 
Set 3I

Option 
Set 3F

Discuss 
placement 
procedure.

Explain purpose 
and benefits.

Summarize Pros 
and Cons.

Acknowledge and 
reassure.

Acknowledge and 
comfort.

Reassure patient.
Explain the need for 

NG Tube.
Discuss list of Pros 

and Cons.
Patient explains his 

apprehension.

Answer questions 
about sedation. Offer 
comforting strategies.

Discuss placement 
procedure and comfort 

provisions.

Option set 
4I

Option set 
4F

Minimize fear. Ask about concerns. Offer to demonstrate. Discuss plan of 
care.

Ask if he has 
questions.

Reassess feelings.

Apologize and focus 
on NGT.

Level with patient. Apologize and leave.
Offer to get some 

fresh air.
Get case manager.

Apply calming 
breath technique.

Answer question 
about plan.

Answer question 
about risks.

Answer question 
about benefits.

END 
(Fear escalated. 
Leave the room.)

END 
(Fear de-escalated. 

Leave the room.)

END  
(Move forward with NG 

tube placement.)
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